PlaySafe Installation & Maintenance Instructions


PlaySafe® is one of the top playing surfaces in the industry. One of the biggest advantages to PlaySafe® is its ease of installation. Follow these steps to achieve the best results.
1. Site Preparation: The size of the play area will depend on the size of your playground equipment. The area should be large enough to contain the playground equipment plus the minimum fall areas for that equipment, as suggested in Consumer Product Safety recommendations for playgrounds. In addition, your subgrade (surface of the site before installation) should be level and even, over the entire area (see step 4). 
2. Retention: Some type of fixed border or boundary material enclosing the playground area is required (sidewalk, concrete, lumber, etc., or some combination of similar durable materials). Without lasting borders, your new PlaySafe® surface will gradually drift away from the playground area into surrounding areas. Retaining borders will prevent this from happening. Ask your equipment sales representative for assistance; he or she often has a variety of products and materials available. 
3. Depth of Material: We recommend using a minimum of eight inches (8”) of compacted PlaySafe® material. For playground equipment over six feet (6’) in height, ask your equipment sales representative for assistance and increase the depth of PlaySafe® accordingly. At least 10” of loose fill material is necessary to bind (pack together) sufficiently and provide a sturdy, usable surface. The deeper the surface, the more resilience and “give” it will have. You will also experience less mechanical breakdown and a longer-lasting installation of your playground equipment. 

4. Clear the Site: After the playground equipment is installed, clear the site of all unwanted dirt and debris to prepare for the PlaySafe® installation. It is important to avoid contamination of the PlaySafe® material with dirt or other substances, as they may increase decomposition of the PlaySafe®. Make sure your cleared site (subgrade surface) is smooth and level across the entire area, so you can maintain an even depth during installation. 
5. Unloading the Material: Unload the PlaySafe® material as close to the playground as possible, but NOT inside the playground area itself: you will need to spread the material evenly over the area for consistent depth throughout. While it may seem easier to dump the load of PlaySafe® within the playground area and spread it out from there, it is better to transport it from a nearby area so that an even depth is maintained; otherwise you will tend to have an uneven, higher depth in the area where the load was dumped. In addition, it is critical to spread the PlaySafe® material evenly so that you end up with enough material over the entire playground area. 
6. Spreading the Material: The PlaySafe® material will be loose and appear very dusty when it first arrives. Begin by spreading the PlaySafe® material four inches (5”) in depth over the entire playground area, watering it in as you go (see step 7). Fill in the area to a depth of 5” as you move across the area; a tape measure or stick marker is helpful with this. Testing indicates that this procedure will gain the best long term results. 
7. Watering the Material: As you spread the PlaySafe® material 5” deep across the playground area, you will need to water it in thoroughly as you proceed. This watering process is essential for getting adequate installation results: watering will wash out the dust and wash the fine particles down, which will permit the PlaySafe® material to set properly and become more resilient. After covering the entire playground area with PlaySafe®, water it in by applying a heavy flow of water, creating a spray with your thumb. Your goal is to saturate the material heavily: the water needs to penetrate the PlaySafe® thoroughly from top to bottom. 
8. Rolling the Material: Once you have watered in the entire playground area for the first time, apply a water-filled lawn roller (weighing roughly 300-400 lbs.) in two (2) directions across the entire area. Repeat Steps 6-8-Install another 5” of depth, water in the PlaySafe® material correctly and thoroughly, and roll it in both directions. 
Repeat Steps 6-8 One Last Time: After completing the entire playground area a second time (step 9), add enough PlaySafe® to bring it up to grade (minimum depth of 8”), water in, and roll on in both directions a third and final time over the entire area. Final Check: After the PlaySafe® material has been installed, watered, and rolled; conduct a final walk-through over the playground site to check for any unusual or unwanted materials present. 

Maintenance Guidelines:  Playsafe recommends that a customer representative routinely inspection the play surface for wear and material displacement.  Over time material will be displaced, especially around impact areas like under swings and the bottom of slide areas.  Routine inspections for proper depth will spot this potential problem.  Playsafe recommends the customer rake excess material into the low area to keep the proper depth.  If the entire play surface has compacted or been depleted, Playsafe recommends additional material be spread over the top of the existing play surface until it meets the specifications listed above.  You may contact your Playsafe representative to purchase the quantity you need.
Congratulations! You now have a PlaySafe® surface, one of the finest playing surfaces available today

Questions:
Contact (602)269-5784
